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BEE EXPERT GARDEN CENTRE
SUMMER 2023


Communication & Language:
Learn new vocabulary related to bees, plants, growth, decay and use it in different contexts
Extend vocabulary eg tasting vegetables, smelling flowers, and discuss categories a word is in - "a bee is a kind of minibeast"
Offer explanations for why things might happen by discussing problems that arise in the mantle eg decline in bee population
Learn rhymes, poems and songs
Use non-fiction books to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary
Make comments about what they have observed and learnt, asking questions to clarify their understanding


Mathematics:
Be able to say how many there might be before counting, then check total  - counting seeds for seed packets etc
Count out a smaller number from a larger group eg put 8 seeds in a packet from a group of 10
Be able to automatically recall number bonds up to 10, including subtraction 
Explore numbers to 10 and beyond including evens and odds, double facts and sharing quantities evenly -eg sharing flowers, bulbs, plants and produce into bunches
Compare weight, length and capacity - watering plants, weighing produce, measuring growth of sunflowers etc
Manipulate shape by selecting and rotating eg tessellation of hexagons in honeycomb. Would other shapes work?
Tally charts - bee watch, types of flowers
Understanding number - opening/closing times, price tags


Personal, Social & Emotional Development:
Set and work collaboratively towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate
Show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions
Confidently engage in activities, showing independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of a challenge
Show an understanding of managing personal hygeine (handwashing after gardening) and the importance of healthy food choices (food for cafe, growing produce) including oral hygeine



Literacy:
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words
Attempt writing words, labels and simple captions including some simple punctuation
Write growth diary, life cycle diary, menus for cafe, instructions for seed packets
Use recently introduced vocabulary in role-play - garden shop and cafe
Provide a range of relevant books to select independently.
Enjoy reading individually or share, and be able to discuss with others what they have read



Physical Development:
Encourage being still and quiet, allowing time to look up at the sky, observe the natural world, listen for bees, birdsong etc
Develop overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility including dance
Help children to develop core strength and stability to support fine motor skills - using tweezers to pick up seeds, handling seedlings
Demonstrate accuracy and care when drawing and writing


Expressive Arts & Design:
Encourage children to notice features in the natural world and develop their ability to represent them
Encourage children to listen  attentively to music. Discuss changes and patterns as a piece of music develops - Flight of the Bumblebee
Join in with group singing - introduce new and traditional songs linked to gardens
Explore a variety of materials - making clay pots to sell in shop to raise funds for bee sanctuary, making tablecloths and plates for cafe, bunting, and making seed packets
Develop storylines in pretend play - garden shop and cafe


Understanding the World:
Draw simple maps of their immediate environment - playground, field and churchyard
Explore places around the world that contrast with their local environment - looking at plants, seeds and produce from around the world and sharing non-fiction texts that offer insights into contrasting environments
Explore the natural world around them, looking at growth, decay and change
Investigate the life cycle of bees and butterflies
After close observation, draw pictures of the natural world
Describe what they see, hear and feel when outside
Encourage to recognise and name familiar plants - plant count in school environment






























