Friends of Bealings School

Meeting Minutes

Friday November 21st 2014

Venue: YR 5/6 Classroom
Start time: 3.30 pm

Committee Members: Heather Chandler-Chair; Cathy Lawson and Stuart Lawson-Vice chair; Deborah Lait- Treasurer; Emma Barton-Secretary; Sam Simpson-Governors Representative; Duncan Bathgate-School Representative.
Present: Duncan Bathgate (DB), Heather Chandler (HC), Cathy Lawson (CL), Deborah Lait (DL), Diener Hibble (DH)- left early, Catherine Beresford (CB), Jean Cook (JC), Jos Saunders (JS), Sam Simpson (SS)-left early, Julia Saunders (JS)-left early, Rachel Maitland (RM) and Joy Lowe (JL)- arrived part-way.
Apologies: Debbie Cowley Sam Simpson, Elizabeth Mansfield, Emma Barton and Sharon Kerry,
1. Welcome

2. Approval of minutes of last meeting.
These were approved by all, except the action: “HC to ask office if a letter can be put in the prospectus regarding behaviour whilst in school uniform and safety awareness around walking to and from the car park.”  HC advised that this was not agreed as the prospectus is for DB to decide – see ‘20’s plenty’ below.
3. Update of Calendar
HC advised that 10 sponsorships have been gained to date, with other letters having been sent. HC will chase these early next week and hopes to get the adverts to the printers by Wednesday.  The calendar is on schedule to be printed by mid December but HC will strive to bring this forward. Those present were asked to assist in gaining sponsors if possible.
Action point: Jos Saunders agreed to contact Kitcrew in regards to calendar sponsorship.

4. Fundraising for school play equipment
It was confirmed by HC that the current fundraising objective is for School Play Equipment. Emma Barton was due to give an update on the cost and procedures involved in buying play equipment but in her absence it was agreed this update would be given at the next meeting.  CB stated that she is still happy to organise a pub quiz. HC asked that this be arranged for Feb/Mar 15. JS reminded the members that she is still willing to organise the 2015 sponsored  walk. Julia Saunders offered to help with this. HC asked that this be arranged for May/Jun 15.

Action Point: EB to update all at next meeting. CB to organise pub quiz. JS to organise sponsired walk.

5. Feedback from the meeting for 20’s Plenty.
HC reported that on 14th November,  she had attended the first meeting of the 20’s plenty support group. 
Feedback from street residents

· Ask parents to park considerately i.e. Cars regularly double parking at the Angela Cobbold blocking view from driveways and obstructing highway.
· Not to park on the hill as forces pedestrians into middle of the road and particularly dangerous for those with pushchairs.
· Drop off point/pick up point in bay at church only. Three cars can access comfortably if sensibly positioned. Ask parents to use accordingly and to stop using as a car parking space.
· Speed when driving on road please aim to do 20 miles per an hour from the bridge to the village hall.
· Buggy priority at the Angela Cobbold: therefore please only use if with a young child in a pushchair as less distance to travel on the road. 
· Children's behaviour in the churchyard to be addressed as children running through graveyard, kicking head stones and damaging the grounds.
· Ask local police to visit the school and talk to the children about road safety.
· Children to design 'Twenty's plenty' sign to encourage road users to slow down.
· Contact other local school: Birchwood school, to discuss any ideas and approaches they have taken
Actions

· Flashing signs cost and any other relevant information - Chris Dowrick to investigate.

· Information on joining speedwatch - Little Bealings Parish Council to investigate and report back at next meeting.

· 20's plenty website - Alison to research and report back at next meeting.

· To prepare petition to canvass parents/village - Jos Saunders and Chris Mason.

· Crossing management - Heather Chandler to ask school to investigate and provide information for next meeting.

· Speed limit signs for bins - Vicki Carr to research and investigate. 
· Birchwood regarding their children's "twenty's plenty" signs - Heather Chandler.

· Children's signs and general meeting feedback including parking and children's behaviour on the road to school and PTA - Heather Chandler.

· Press release regarding our efforts - ask Deborah Cowley to liaise with tompotter@eadt.co.uk. 

· Contact local police liaison regarding issue and invite into school for talk - ?

· Investigate Gloucestershire County Council's efforts in this area - All present for next meeting.

Those present agreed with the suggestions put forward. CB suggested that the children write their own rules of behaviour around the churchyard and have these laminated and stuck to the church fence. HC advised that the local people would be in favour of this. The signs would need to be designed in school as part of an awareness project.  All agree that the children and parents need to buy into the expected behaviour. DL stated that until all the parents are told the rules it is very hard to police. All agreed. For the children it was agreed that the expectations of behaviour should be discussed in a special assembly (possibly involving the Police) and for parents it was agreed that a letter should come from all the parties involved : School/FOBS/20’s PLENTY/Suffolk Constabulary, addressed to the parents, asking them to adhere to some basic standards of behaviour. HC will produce a letter, DB will assist and produce to send.
6. Christmas Fair
RM reported that preparations for the Yr 5/6 Christmas Fair were going well. The time of the fair will be 2pm-4pm. There were 2 areas that she would like help with: 
1) Grotto: It was previously discussed that a Santa’s Grotto would be nice but RM would like assistance with this. HC suggested DC may be able to help as she had offered  support in her absence. HC will approach DC. It was suggested that the grotto could be located in Narnia (Yr 3/4 classroom).
 2) Auction of Promises: RM said that the children had asked that an auction of promises be included at the Christmas fair which included both Children and Adults. The children would be able to bid for things like going to lunch first. The prizes for the adults would need to be arranged by FOBS. DL suggested that with the other events currently taking the committee’s time and the short time involved, it may be a problem.  HC stated that as local business had already been approached for sponsorship and donations, she felt it would be inappropriate to ask for more. RM took this onboard and will continue with just a children’s auction. Next year, this may be revisited with a longer lead-in time. DL was asked to arrange a float for the Christmas Fair.
Action Point: HC to speak to DC. DL arrange float.
7. Tiles for extension wall

DB  fed back to the meeting that he had been in discussion with a builder about the appropriate fixing of the tiles and he stated that they would be going up soon.
Action: DB to liaise with builder to agree date for tile fixing.

8. AOB

· JS raised on behalf of her child that the outside toilet door was broken.  DB stated that this was more appropriately raised in assembly, however he would like to advise that there have been an increasing number of unwelcome visitors to the school at the weekends and this damage is a result of such a visit. There are plans in place to mend the door.

· DB wanted to thank HC and the committee for all their hard work in support of the school.

· Future FOBS committeee meeting dates; 

16th January 2015

3.20-30pm in school

6th March 2015

3.20-30pm in school

15th May 2015


3.20-30pm in school

3rd July 2015


3.20-30pm in school

Meeting ended: 4.15pm

Date of next meeting: 16th January 2015
